Staurosporine advances interblastomeric flattening of the mouse embryo.
Staurosporine, an inhibitor of protein kinase activity, causes premature intercellular flattening of blastomeres but does not induce their premature polarisation. The flattening induced is calcium dependent, is reversed transiently at mitosis and requires the continuing presence of the drug. Staurosporine also blocks the decompacting effect of phorbol ester on 8-cell embryos.